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Sayonara to Showa 


Japanese program leaves St. Michael’s after 10 years 





" 





Photo provided by Kelly Smith 
Kelly Smith, class of 2001, pauses to visit with Maumi and the weekly Showa Expo dinners. 


By Steve Sweeney 
Staff Writer 


A Japanese university has discontinued its study-abroad program at St. Michael’s College. Over the past 10 years, the 
Tokyo-based Showa Women’s University has sent thousands of women to study in Vermont. 

Since 1995 the Japanese yen has lost one-third of its buying power. 

“Japan’s economy hasn’t been this bad since World War II,” said Ron Provost, president of Showa Boston. “There is 
a considerable amount of pressure on us to lower our price, so we’re looking at a lot of things that need to be removed.” 

St. MIchael’s was the only U.S. college with which Showa Boston had such a program. 

“It’s very expensive for a Japanese student to travel abroad,” said Pat Hoffmann, a lecturer in the School of 
International Studies who had directed of Showa at St. Michael’s. “Coming to St. Michael’s is not an essential part of the 
Showa experience. It’s more of an expensive field trip that does not give the Japanese students credit in college.” 

The Showa program brought $140,000 annually to the college’s general fund, according to John Gutman, vice presi- 
dent for administration. 

Showa’s absence will free-up 36 beds in the 400 townhouses. The college has opted not to renew its lease with the 
Days Inn and will use the townhouses instead. 

“I regret that this is happening,” saidPresident Marc vanerHeyden. “Everyone on campus has enjoyed their presence.” 
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Excerpts from the March 23 through March 31 security EEDOrt Compiled by Officer Kelly M. Graham. 


Monday, March 23 


11:14 a.m. Towed vehicle from 
Ryan Hall parking lot. 


Tuesday, March 24 


7:49 a.m. Towed vehicle from 
Ryan Hall parking lot. 

9:55 a.m. Witnessed a motor vehi- 
cle accident in the Ross parking lot. 
11:30 p.m. Student discharging fire 
extinguisher at another student in 
Joyce Hall. 


Wednesday, March 25 


1:20 a.m. Called to advise the stu- 
dent that was discharging the fire 
extinguisher. Student was found 
back on floor and sent to ACT-1. 
8:30 a.m. Towed car from Ryan 


Hall lot. 
11:45 a.m. Hit and run in library 
parking lot. 


Friday, March 27 


4 a.m. Report of an intoxicated 
person seen going into the woods 
near the sandpit gate. Checked the 
area but were unable to locate any- 
one. 

7:55 a.m. Towed car from Ryan 
Hall parking lot. 

12:50 p.m. Suspicious person in 
van selling speakers. 


1:14 p.m. Fire alarm in Joyce Hall. 


6:55 p.m. Medical assist at Ryan 
Hall. 

10 p.m. DWI accident in front of 
the Days Inn. Intoxicated subject 
ran into a student's room at the 
Days Inn and dripped blood in the 


room. 
Saturday, March 28 


4:13 a.m. Intoxicated female in 
Lyons Hall. 

10 a.m. Unlocked front door of 
Alumni Hall for Admissions open 
house. 

1:00 p.m. Took report of stolen wal- 
let in Alliot lobby. 

10 p.m. Car fire in Ross parking lot. 


Sunday, March 29 


12:20 a.m. Noise complaint in the 
100s townhouses. 

12:47 a.m. Confiscated unopened 
twelve pack of beer in the 300s 
townhouses parking lot. 

3:08 a.m. Chair fire outside of the 
200s townhouses. 


7:51 p.m. Suspicious circumstances 
in Ryan Hall. 


Monday, March 30 


10 a.m. Fire alarm in Salmon Hall. 
11 p.m. Fire call to Ethan Allen 
apartments. 

11:11 p.m. Noise complaint from 
resident of Winchester Place about 
female students at Hamel Hall. 
When resident began harassing the 
students, Colchester Police was 
called. 

11:49 p.m. Noise complaint in the 
400s townhouses. 


Tuesday, March 31 


12 a.m. Noise complaint from Red 
Pine Condominiums for fireworks in 
the 200s townhouses. 
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Some confuse Al Nino with 


global weather phenomenon 


By Ivan H. Golden 
(VU. Missourv 


COLUMBIA, Mo. (U-WIRE) 
— It is hard to confuse a person 
with a global weather phenome- 
non, but that’s exactly what has 
been happening to Californian Al 
Nino. 

Since El Nino began chang- 
ing weather patterns around the 
world last October, Al Nino, 75, 
received hundreds of phone calls 
from people all over the country 
asking him why he’s wreaking 
havoc with the weather. 

“They want me to stop the 
rain,” Nino said. 

Nino says the funniest call 
he received was from a man who 
blamed him for taking his daugh- 
ter’s virginity. According to 
Nino, the caller said his daughter 
and her boyfriend were out for a 
drive when it began raining and 
their car got stuck in the mud. 
Unable to get help or go back 
home, the couple decided to 
spend the night in the car. 

“He said I took his daugh- 
ter’s virginity,” Nino said. “T told 
him, ‘I stayed home last night, 
Mister.’ “ 

There was also a call from a 
strawberry farmer who lives 
about 20 miles from Nino. When 
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he told Nino the weather phe- 
nomenon was destroying his har- 
vest, Nino promised to divert the 
rains. Three days later, the man 
called back to say the rains had 
stopped and he would bring Nino 
a carton of strawberries when 
they ripened. 

Nino said most of the calls 
have been in jest, but there have 
been a few people who were very 
upset. 

“Most of the calls have been 
tongue in cheek,” he said. “This 
is something they couldn’t blame 
on the government, so they were 
just looking for someone to 
blame it on. Some have lost their 
homes, so they’re pretty upset.” 

Nino said he tries to explain 
to people that neither he nor any- 
one else had any control over 
their homes being destroyed. 

There have been some 
unpleasant experiences, Nino 
said, such as people calling at 4 
a.m. But overall, the mix-up has 
been a positive experience. 
Already Nino has appeared on 
“American Journal,” been quoted 
in Newsweek and is the subject 
of an upcoming article in People 
magazine. 

He also has been on “nearly 
every radio station in the coun- 
try” and he was scheduled to 
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appear on both “The Late Show” 
with David Letterman and “The 
Tonight Show” with Jay Leno. 

Leno sent a limousine to 
drive him from his home in 
Nipomo, Calif., to the studio in 
Los Angeles. But halfway to Los 
Angeles, bad weather, ironically 
enough, forced the limousine to 
tum around and Nino was not 
able to appear on the show. 

Letterman flew him and his 
grandson to New York for four 
days, all expenses paid, but the 
show ran too long and Nino was 
not able-to appear. Still, Nino 
said it was a memorable trip. 

“Mr. Letterman was very 
nice to me,” Nino said. “The 
whole trip cost me $5.36.” 

With all the calls Nino has 
received about El Nino, one 
might expect him to be an expert 
on the phenomenon by now, but 
that is not quite the case. 

“T don’t know a thing about 
it,” he said. “I’m not really inter- 
ested.” 

In the past few weeks, Nino 
said the calls have been less fre- 
quent, and with scientists pre- 
dicting the storm will end in 
May, soon the calls should end 
altogether. 

“This is my 15 minutes of 
fame,” Nino said. 














the new charges are a class D 
felony with a five-year maxi- 
mum prison term. 

In addition to the Gein 
charges, both men pleaded guilty 
to aggravated assault, an aggra- 
vated misdemeanor and filing a 
false report with police, a serious 
misdemeanor. 

Bergman, 19, was a fresh- 
man at the time of the shooting, 
which took place Dec. 16, 1997. 
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NEWS 
Albright to spea 


to exclusive crowd 


By Tiina Matikainen 
Staff Editor 


U.S. Secretary of State 
Madeleine Albright will give a 
policy speech at St. Michael’s 
College on Tuesday, April 7. 

Albright is the highest-rank- 
ing woman in the U.S. govern- 
ment and the first woman to 
serve as the secretary of state. 

The 3:30 p.m. speech at 
McCarthy Recital Hall will be 
attended by about 330 people. 
Attendance will be by invitation 
only. 

“She was invited by Senator 
Leahy through his personal con- 
tacts with her and having her 
here is such an honor that we 
could not say no,” said Marilyn 
Cormier, the assistant to St. 
Michael’s President Marc 
vanderHeyden. 

SMC alumnus U.S. Sen. 


Patrick Leahy, ranking member 


of the Senate Subcommittee on 


arenas | an 1 event like this : 


is ‘held on college 
campus, it ought to 
be an open event to 
which all students are 
invited.” 


*Political Science 
Professor Kristin Novotny. 


Foreign Relations, invited 
Albright to campus. 

His office has invited more 
than 100 people to attend the 


speech, according to Cormier. 


VanderHeyden’s office has 
invited 141 students and about 
50 faculty and staff members to 
attend. 

The invitations to St. 
Michael’s community were sent 
by the president’s office on 
Tuesday. 

According to John 
Goodrow, the Vermont Scheduler 
for Senator Leahy, Leahy has 
known Albright for “years and 
years,” and they have worked 
together on many different 
occassions. 

For security _—srreasons, 
Goodrow could not tell The 
Defender more details about 
Albright’s visit. 

“We are of course comply- 
ing with the directives of the 
U.S. State Department in being 
allowed to host this distinguished 
guest,” according to a campus- 
wide e-mail to St. Michael’s 
employees. 

Student goverment officials 
and class presidents and vice 
presidents will be among the 
guests at the speech. 
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Secretary of State Madeline Albright will be at St. Michael’s April 7. 


Other students invited are 
the 44 freshmen in a first-year 
seminar taught by Frank Nicosia, 


Vivian Conger, Ke-wen Wang 


and ‘Joe Kroger. © 

Also 
majoring in political science, 
seniors majoring in history, the 
political science club and the 


CAMPUS group, which is an 
- organization of students from 


Central America, according to 
Cormier. 

The president’s office has 
also started a waiting list for stu- 
dents. 

“We have verbally invited 
the 44-member group of first- 
year students and have asked 
them to come to our office to 
pick up their tickets, so that no 


tickets will be wasted,” said 
Cormier. 
“Its worth calling our 


office to see if there are any extra 
tickets for the speech,” she said. 

“We are trying to be as fair 
as possible in inviting people,” 
said Cormier. 

“If it is a campus event, it 
should be open to the communi- 
ty,” said freshman Jeannette 
Garcia. 

“Tt’s a disadvantage for indi- 
viduals to not have the opportu- 
nity to participate,” said junior 
LaVar Williams. “It still seems 
that it is a form of discrimina- 
tion.” 

Among faculty and staff, the 
19 department chairs and 35- 
member president’s advisory 
council are invited. The college 
is also inviting four local trustees 
to attend. 

“It’s an interesting opportu- 
nity to have such an important 
policy maker to come and 
speak,” said political science 
Professor John Hughes. 

“I hope this would be an 
event where students could ask 
questions, that way this would 


invited are seniors 


have a great educational value 
also,” said William Grover, chair 


of the political science depart- 


ment. 

*” “Tf an eyent like this is held.” 
on college campus, it ought to be _ 
an open event to which all stu- 
dents are invited,” said political 
science Professor Kristin 
Novotny. 

“She is a major part of our 
working government,” said 
junior Ellen Naughter. “Who is 
she going to speak to if not the 
students.” 

The 360-seat McCarthy 
Theatre will show a live video 
and audio broadcast of the 
speech for the rest of the college 
community. 

“Albright will travel to 
Vermont on April 7 at the invita- 
tion by senator Leahy to speak to 
students at St. Michael’s 
College,’ Beverly Gold-Smith, a 
public affairs specialist at 
Albright’s Washington headquar- 
ters, said in a telephone interview 
Tuesday afternoon. 

Before arriving in Vermont, 
Albright is scheduled to travel to 
Haiti, Trinidad and Tobago on 
April 4-6. 

She will also speak in 
Nashua, New Hampshire, at the 
Nashua Chamber of Commerce 
on the morning of April 7. 

Albright was sworn into her 
position on Jan. 23, 1997. 

Previously she has worked 
as the United States Permanent 
Representative to the United 
Nations, president of the Center 
for National Policy and staff 
member on the National Security 
Council. 

She received her bachelor’s 
degree from Wellesley College in 
Political Science, and her mas- 
ter’s and doctorate from 
Columbia University’s 
Department of Public Law and 
Government. 
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k Car accident occurs 


in front of Days Inn 


By Jim Welch 
News €ditor 


Blood stained the Days Inn 
driveway. A blue bloody towel lay 
in the bushes. Shards of broken 
glass littered the entrance and a 
chemical sprayed in the air pre- 
vented students from leaving the 
building for a few minutes on 
Friday night, said Sgt. Doug Allen 
of the Colchester Police 
Department. 

St. Michael’s senior David 
Larchez was pulling into the park- 
ing lot of The Days Inn when his 
car collided with a car driven by 
Michael Chaplin, 40, according to 
Allen. The accident happened at 
about 7:50 pm, Allen said. 

Chaplin was bleeding from 
the head, Allen said. The white 
car that Chaplin was driving had 
spun around 180 degrees, he said. 

Junior Bridget MacLennena 
was walking back to her room 
when she saw the accident. 
MacLennena said Chaplin cut off 
Larchez when they both were try- 
ing to enter the Days Inn. 

Chaplin was traveling west, 
toward Winooski, and Larchez 
was traveling east, toward Essex, 
“Allen said. : 

~MacLennena — entered 
Ways Inn from the hotel entrance 
and told a hotel employee to dial 
911, she said. 

Chaplin was verbally abusive 
to Larchez after they both got out 
of their cars, sophomore Sue 
LaValley said. LaValley was talk- 
ing on the phone when she heard 
breaks squealing and noticed a 
white car circling the Days Inn, 
she said. The driver would pull 
into traffic from the exit, toward 
the Essex side, and then enter 
from the Winooski side. 

She said she heard Chaplin 
swearing at Larchez from the 
window of her second- floor 
room. 


the 


“He [Chaplin] was covered 
in blood,” she said. 

Sophomore Corey Hahn was 
at his computer in his first-floor 
room when he heard the breaks 
squeal, he said. Hahn left his 
room to see what had happened. 

Larchez motioned for Hahn 
to open the door, so he did, Hahn 
said. Larchez asked Hahn for a 
towel, a glass of water, and if he 
could use his phone to call for 
help. 

Hahn allowed Larchez in the 
room. However, Chaplin fol- 
lowed despite being told to “wait 
outside,” Hahn said. Hahn’s car- 
pet was stained by the blood from 
Chaplin’s wound, he said. 

Chaplin remained verbally 
abusive, Hahn said. “He was 
making threats to everyone 
involved,” he said. 

Three Colchester police offi- 
cers, two officers from Winooski 
and St. Michael’s Rescue all 
responded. 

Sophomore Dave Reche was 
also sitting at his computer when 
he heard the crash. Reche said 
Chaplin was abusive to both the 
rescue workers and the police 
officers. 

Chaplin was: handcuffed by 


» Colchester» police, Allen - said. 


Chaplin was “disorderly at the 
scene,” he explained. Allen also 
said that a “chemical agent was 
discharged” in order to make the 
arrest. 

Chaplin was tested for dri- 
ving under the influence, Allen 
said. The results will not be 
released until the trail, he said. 

He will be tried on May 26 
for careless and negligent opera- 
tion of a motor vehicle and disor- 
derly conduct, Allen said. 

Chaplin was released from 
custody until the trial, Allen said. 

He was taken to Fletcher 
Allen Hospital in Burlington by 
St. Michael’s Rescue. 


TEXACO 
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75 So. Winooski Ave. 
Burlington, Vermont 


@ 
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Crumbling Japanese economy forces Showa 


continued from cover.. 


“The purpose of the St. 
Mike’s visit was to integrate the 
students into a real American col- 
lege,” Hoffmann said. 

“Tne Boston, agit... 0485. aul 
Japanese,” she said. 

Students studying in Japan, 
at the Showa Women’s 
University in Tokyo, are required 
as English majors to study abroad 
in America for one semester. 

To achieve this, students 
from both the junior college and 
university programs in Japan 
must travel to the Showa Boston 
Institute for Language and 
Culture. 

Each semester St. Michael’s 
hosts about 250 women from 
Showa. The students studying in 
Boston are divided up into seven 
groups of 30. Each group stays at 


“It’s very expensive 


for a Japanese 
student to travel 
abroad. Coming to 
St. Michael’s is not 
an essential part of 
the Showa 
experience. It’s more 
of an expensive field 
trip that does not 
give the Japanese 
students credit in 
college.” 


°Pat Hoffmann, former 
director of Showa 


St. Michael’s for seven days 
before returning to Boston. 

While visiting the college, 
St. Michael’s students meet with 
the Showa students and would 
serve as guides for a variety of 
on and off-campus activities, 





Photo provided by Kim Boland 


The interaction between the Showa students and the Student Assistants was an important part of the visit. 
Senior Kim Boland and freshman Kelly Smith were actively involved with the Showa program. Here they 
pose with Showa students at the International Commons at one of the weekly Wednesday night dinners. 





Photo provided by Pat Hoffmann 


Showa students and St. Michael’s students had the opportunity to interact every Wednesday night at dinners 


in the International Commons. 


according to freshman Kelly 
Smith, a Showa student worker. 
Students would spend time 
in English classes that were 
taught by Hoffmann, Jane 
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Lapinski and Rene Bittner. They 
would also accompany their 
guides to undergraduate classes, 
have game nights and eat in 
Alliot. 

The students also went to 
hockey and basketball games. 

Guides also provided off- 
campus tours of the Burlington 
area, the Ben and Jerry’s factory 
and the historical landmarks in 
Stowe. 

Every Wednesday, the 
Showa students would draw an 
average of 80 people for a two- 
hour cultural showcase in the 
International Commons. 

Showa students would wear 
traditional Japanese dress and 
sing and dance. 

After the musical numbers 
and demonstrations, visitors 
would get to sample a variety of 
Japanese foods. 

“We always used to run out 
of food,” Smith said. 

During their stay, the stu- 
dents visited local elementary 
and middle schools to bring their 
Japanese culture to neighboring 
communities in the form of show 
and tell. 

Their visit would end with a 
bowling trip every Sunday morn- 
ing prior to the return trip to 


Boston. 

The Showa program was not 
only a benefit for the Japanese 
students, but it was also a great 
experience for the St. Michael’s 
community, said senior Derek 
Henderson, a student worker for 
the Showa program. 

“Tt’s too bad, this was one of 
the best jobs on campus,” 
Henderson said. 

“[’m out of a job and ’'m 
very depressed,” Smith said. “I'd 
work six days a week usually, 
which added up to about 43 hours 
every two weeks.” 

Smith and Henderson are 
among the 12 to 15 student work- 
ers that were employed by the 
Showa program, Hoffmann said. 

As far as jobs are concerned 
for St. Michael’s employees who 
had a concentration in the Showa 
program, the future depends upon 
whether or not Showa will be 
replaced by another program, 
said Mare vanderHeyden, presi- 
dent of St. Michael’s. 

St. Michael’s was one of the 
fringe packages of the Showa 
program, however, according to 
vanderHeyden, it will be among 
the first to be reconsidered if the 
economy rebounds. 

“The trip to St. Michael’s 


gave the students a chance to see 
what an American college is 
like,” said Faith Nobuko Barcus, 
director of student life at Showa 
Boston. 

Ericka Hendrix, resident 
coordinator in the 400s town- 
houses and graduate student in 
the MATESL (Masters of 
Teaching English as a second 
Language), helped teach English 
to Showa girls in a program 
called the “Conversation Clinic.” 

“The girls feel more confi- 
dent by the end of the week,” 
Hendrix said. “The student assis- 
tants were a huge part of their life 
here. They are with them all the 
time.” 

According to Hoffmann, 
Showa selected St. Michael’s to 


“St. Michael’s has 
done an outstanding 
and dedicated job for 
us. The teachers are 
great and the 
assisting students are 
outstanding.” 


*Ron Provost, president of 
Showa Boston 





work with because of its long his- 
tory with Japan. 

For more than 13 years, St. 
Michael’s has been involved with 
summer programs with Japanese 
students. 

Also, former president of St. 
Michael’s Paul Reiss, had 
received an honorary Ph.D from 
Showa Tokyo. 

Students in the past have 
gone to Japan to work as student 
assistants and some decide to 
live there after they graduate, said 
Hoffmann. 

Two 1997 St. Michael’s 
graduates, Jordi McCarthy and 
Nadine Desharnais, are teaching 
English in the JET program at 
Showa Tokyo. 

The current president of 
Showa Boston, Dr. Ron Provost 
was a vice president of St. 
Michael’s for 12 years. 

He left the school six years 
ago. 
“St. Michael’s has done an 
outstanding and dedicated job for 
us,” Provost said. “The teachers 
are great and the assisting stu- 
dents are outstanding.” 

The long-standing belief in 
the history of Showa has been the 
idea that international education 
is key to development, said Faith 
Nobuko Barcus. 

“This program is all about 
people who are interested in get- 
ting an international experience 
without leaving St. Michael’s,” 
Hoffmann said. 

The name of the St. 
Michael’s program is exactly 
what it suggests, Hoffmann said. 
They are “building bridges to 
understanding.” 
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NEWS : 


to discontinue week-long trips to Vermont 





Showa Facts 


®Founded in 1920 by Hitomi and Midori, a 


Japanese couple. They believed that a 
woman’s education was key to the stability of 
nation and world. | 


Kid acdsee riety ite hace 
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*Showa’s slogan-- “Be a light to the world”-- 
is from the Sermon on the Mount. It reflects 
a strong Catholic influence that serves as a 
foundation for the Showa institution. 


®Showa’s name came from the Japanese 


Emperor Showa who reigned during the (clockwise from left to right) Showa students gather at their 

early 1920s. weekly dinners, volunteer Kelly Smith poses with a Showa 

student, Showa students participate in classroom activities, 

pe ; Kelly Smith and Showa students dress in traditional Japanese 
When it was founded, Showa-Tokyo con- dress and Showa students prepare for their dinner. 

sisted of eight students. Today’s enrollment 

has reached close to 7,500 students per 


year. 


Photos provided by Pat Hoffmann and Kelly Smith 


®!In 1987, Hitomi’s son founded Showa 
Boston. 
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Professsor begins debate about changing spring break 


By Bobby Gates 
Staff Writer 


Professor Marta Umanzor saw her Spanish students 
becoming tired and overwhelmed by the middle of 
March. They were not performing to the best of their 
ability. Umanzor thought there may be a way to help them 
out. 

Umanzor sent an e-mail to faculty on March 18 that 
read "Our vacation is too early; it is only five weeks after 
the start of the semester. When the students come back, 
they have a different attitude toward academics. They are 
less enthusiastic for their classes." 

St. Michael’s break falls the last week of February. 

Umanzor said she felt she could begin a debate 
among faculty as to when St. Michael's should have its 
spring break with her message, she said. 

"Professors are looking for a way to reduce tension 
and anxiety in class right now," Umanzor said. 

Professors had varied opinions on the subject. At 
least 15 professors responded to Umanzor's e-mail. 

Michael Samara, dean of students and vice president 
of academic affairs, said he has been raising a similar 
question for years. 

"It doesn't seem to be a good midway point from my 
perspective," Samara said. "Mid-March is truly the mid- 
dle of the semester and a break then might better serve the 
students." 

St. Michael’s spring break falls early in the semester 
when compared with other colleges. 

The University of Vermont just completed its break 
March 20 along with St. Lawrence University and SUNY- 
Plattsburg. Middlebury College was on break last week. 

Trinity College had the same break as_ St. Michael's, 
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and Champlain College’s break falls one week later. 

The decision to change the break lies with the cabi- 
net, which consists of the president and vice presidents of 
the college. The cabinet has discussed changing the break 
before. 

"It has been brought up as many times as you can 
think of, it is always considered seriously," said Robert 
Kenny, interim vice president of academic affairs. 

"It's a subject that had been discussed for 10 years," 
said John Gutman, vice president for administration. 

"It is raised after every St. Patrick's Day," Samara 
said. "Learning for some students, but not all, may be 
compromised on St. Patrick's Day, but St. Patrick's Day 
should not compromise the academic calendar." 

Some students agree that break should be later, but 
not necessarily the week of St. Patrick’s Day. 

"St. Patrick's Day is fun. They should just put break 
a week or two later than it is now," said sophomore 
Kristine Kusins. 

Those in favor of keeping break where it is cite the 
ever-changing weekend of Easter break. St. Michael's 
break coincides with the Vermont public school break. 

Biology professor Donna Bozzone said she appreci- 
ates the fact that the idea was thrown out for discussion, 
but does not want to see the break changed. 

"I have school-aged children, as many faculty mem- 
bers do. For my family, to have it the same weeks as pub- 
lic schools makes it much easier," Bozzone said. "It 
makes for more relaxed professors when we are not think- 
ing 'what's my 9-year old up to?' and we can pay more 
attention to our students." 

"We have to consider that our employees are here as 
a career, and balance that against the needs and desires of 
students," Kenny said. 


UNDERGRADUATE 
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"It is a decision that should be driven by the acade- 
mic side of the house, the students, said John Gutman, 
vice president for administration. It is an issue that 
involves the faculty and the students." 

Some professors and students feel the only reason for 
the current break schedule is to meet the needs of the pro- 
fessors. 

Robery Kenny, interim vice president of academic 
affairs, disagrees. 

"We don't just make these decisions arbitrarily, we try 
to balance the needs of the students and staff and make 
the best decision we can," Kenny said. 

"The decision should be driven by all factors, not one 
[party] should win all the time," Kenny said. 

"My priority as a professor is my student," Umanzor 
said. "I want to see what the students think." 

Many students would like to spend their break with 
friends from other colleges and universities. 

"If it was a little later I could see my friends from 
home that I have not seen all year long, rather than hang- 
ing out with high school students," freshman Lacey 
Shepard said. 

Other students are impartial. 

"A break is a break, it doesn't matter when it is but it 
would be nice to have it with other schools," sophomore 
Andrew Gilbertson said. 

For students interested in having break changed, "it is 
not a door that is closed," Kenny said. "If there was a 
groundswell that was seriously opposed to it, we might 
consider it again.” 

Umanzor has not taken her idea any further than the 
faculty e-mail list. 

"I would like to present it to the administration. They 
are probably waiting for me," Umanzor said. 


HOW DOES $800/WEEK 
IN EXTRA INCOME 


SOUND TO YOU? 
Amazingly, profitable, opportu- 
nity. 

Send self-addressed stamped 
envelope to: 
International 
1375 Coney Island 
Brooklyn, N.Y. 





UNDERGRADUATE FIRST SESSION 
(MAY 18 - JUNE 26) 


AR 205 Drawing | (3 cr.) 
Monday-Friday, 9:00-10:15am 


BI 110 Special Topics: Natural History 
of Vermont (3 cr.) 

Monday, Wednesday, Friday, 8:30-10:00am 
(May 18 - June 19) 

Tuesday, 8:00-12:30pm 


BU 141 Financial Accounting (4 cr.) 
Monday-Friday, 8:00-9:45am 


BU 307 Continuous Organizational 
Improvement (3 cr.) 

Tuesday & Thursday, 5/19-6/4; Saturday, 
6/20-27; Sunday, 6/14; 5:00-8:15pm 


BU 315 Financial Policies of 
Corporations (3 cr.) 
Monday & Wednesday, 5:00-8:15pm 


BU 321 Human Resource 
Management (3 cr.) 
Tuesday & Thursday, 5:00-8:15pm 


BU 499 Business Administration and 
Accounting Internship (3 cr.) 
By Arrangement 


CO 205 Principles of Speech (3 cr.) 
Monday-Friday, 9:30-10:45am 


DR 201 Introduction to the Theater (3 cr.) 


Monday & Thursday, 5:00-8:15pm 





EC 101 Principles of 
Macroeconomics (3 cr.) 
Monday & Wednesday, 5:00-8:15pm 


EN 395 Major American Writers (4 cr.) 
Tuesday & Thursday, 4:45-8:45pm 


FR 110 Intensive Introduction to 
French | (5 cr.) 
Monday-Friday, 9:00-11:05am 


GG 101 Introduction to Human 
Geography (4 cr.) 
Monday-Thursday, 1:00-3:10pm 


HI 105 Early Modern Europe (3 cr.) 
Monday & Wednesday, 5:00-8:15pm 


IN 108 Integrated Science (3 cr.) 
Monday & Wednesday, 5:00-8:15pm 


JO 413 Journalism Practicum (3 cr.) 
By Arrangement 


MA 102 Elementary Statistics (3 cr.) 
Monday & Wednesday, 5:00-8:15pm 


MU 101 Rudiments of Music (3 cr.) 
Monday-Friday, 1:00-2:15pm 


MU 325 American Music Il - The History 
of Jazz (4 cr.) 
Tuesday & Thursday, 5:00-9:00pm 


PH 103 Introduction to Philosophical 
Problems (3 cr.) 
Monday & Wednesday, 5:00-8:15pm 


PH 203 Ethics (3 cr.) 
Monday-Friday, 8:30-9:45am 


PO 201 Introduction to American 
National Politics (3 cr.) 
Monday-Friday, 10:30-11:45am 


PO 324 Environmental Politics (3 cr.) 
Tuesday & Thursday, 5:00-8:15pm 


PS 101 General Psychology (3 cr.) 
Monday-Friday, 8:00-9:15am 


PS 225 Abnormal Psychology (3 cr.) 
Tuesday & Thursday, 5:00-8:15pm 


PS 331 Cognitive Psychology (3 cr.) 
Monday & Wednesday, 5:00-8:15pm 


PS 401 History of Psychology (3 cr.) 
Monday-Friday, 9:30-10:45am 


RS 120 Introduction to Christianity (3cr.) 


Monday-Thursday, 8:00-9:40am 


RS 217 Medieval Christianity (3 cr.) 
Tuesday & Thursday, 5:00-8:15pm 


UNDERGRADUATE SECOND SESSION 


(JUNE 29 - AUGUST 7) 


AR 205 Drawing | (3 cr. 
Monday-Friday, 9:00-10:1 


AR 313 Western Calligraphy (3 cr.) 
Monday-Friday, 9:30-10:45am 


BI 110 Special Topics: Introduction to 
Aquatic Ecosystems (3 cr.) 

Monday & yoy 8:30-10:00am 
(June 29- pete. 

Tuesday & Thursday, 8:30-1:00pm 


BU 143 Managerial Accounting (4 cr.) 
Monday-Friday, 8:00-9:45am 


CL 211 Classical Mythology (3 cr.) 
Monday-Friday, 10:00-11:15am 


CO 205B Principles of Speech (3 cr.) 
Monday-Friday, 10:00-11:15am 


DR 311 Principles of Acting | (4 cr.) 
Monday-Friday, 9:00-10:45am 


EC 103 Principles of 
Microeconomics (3 cr.) 
Tuesday & Thursday, 5:00-8:15pm 


EN 333 Empire and After (4 cr.) 
Tuesday & Thursday, 5:00-9:00pm 


HI 103 U.S. History Since 1865 (3 cr.) 
Tuesday & Thursday, 5:00-8:15pm 


MA 101 Finite Mathematics (3 cr.) 
Monday-Friday, 8:30-9:45am 


PH 205 Philosophy of Society (3 cr.) 
Monday & Wednesday, 5:00-8:15pm 


PS 220 Social Psychology (3 cr.) 
Monday & Wednesday, 5:00-8:15pm 





Unless otherwise noted, all courses are on the Saint Michael’s campus. 


The Prevel School 


Of e(sueamvelirivemtevem erntelinive 
Adult Degree Programs 












11230 


The Diploma | 


in Teaching English | 
as a Second or 4 
Foreign Language ~ 


Our 
Ticket 


to the 
World. 


Saint Michael’s 


SCHOOL OF INTERNATIONAL STUDIES 


Department D, Winooski Park, 


Colchester, Vermont 05439-0253 USA 


Phone: (802) 654-2300 
Pax: (802) 654-2595 


Saint Michael’s College 


Winooski Park, Colchester, VT.05439 








prevel@smcvt.edu 





802-654-2100 


www.smevt.edu/prevelsch Toll-Free in VT 1-800-981-4383 





E-mail: sis@smevt.edu 
Website: http://www,smevt.edu 





— 


The Defender April 1, 1998 7 





NIEW'S 





Drug violations, 
Figures have tripled since 1994; 


By Erin Murphy 
Senior Staff Writer 


Drug violations on campus 
have more than tripled and drug 
arrests increased from zero to 
three since 1994, according to the 
St. Michael’s Office of Safety 
and Security. 

“Looking at the numbers, it 
may seem like we’re coming 
down heavier on drugs, but it’s 
really the higher rate of students 
using drugs,” Samara said. “For 


In 1997, those numbers rose 
to 32 drug violations and three 
drug arrests. 

“Marijuana is on_ the 
upswing, and I think you’ll find 
that on most college campuses,” 
said Lou DiMasi, assistant dean 
of students and director of resi- 
dence life. 

Drug violations include odor 
violations, possession of drug 
paraphernalia, possession of 
drugs, and the use and sale of 
drugs. 





“People who make a mistake, we work with. 
But people who deal, we don’t work with. We 
evict, suspend or dismiss people who deal.” 


*Lou DiMassi, assistant dean of students and 
director of residence life 





five or six years now, our culture 
in general seems to be using 
drugs more and St. Michael’s 
seems to be following that pat- 
tern.” 

Arrests are made when pos- 
session or the sale of drugs is 
apparent, in which case St. 
Michael’s Security calls the 
Colchester Police to make the 
arrest. 


In a survey conducted by 

The Defender in December 1997, 
one in four St. Michael’s students 
admitted to using illegal drugs 
regularly; 93 percent of students 
who use drugs regularly said they 
use marijuana. 

The survey was distributed 
to about 10 percent of students in 
each graduating class. 

The results of The Defender 


According to Peter..Soons,.. survey reflected national at: 
trends. 

According to a survey con- 
ducted by the American College 


director of safety and security at 


St. Michael’s, there were nine 
drug violations and no drug 
arrests made in 1994. 





arrests rise on campus 


increase in drug use reflects national trend 


Drug violations and arrests at SNC 
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Health Journal, one in four col- 
lege students admitted to using 
marijuana within the past year. 

“T would say that I definitely 
have seen a rise in drug use since 
my freshman year,” said senior 
Lindsey Baxter. 

Senior Shawn Lavigne ed 
he has not seen an increase in the 
amount of drugs use on campus 
since freshman year. 

“T’ve actually seen less drug 
use since freshman year,” she 
said. : 

Two students were suspend 





~ SUMMER SCHOOL FOR PEOPLE 
ON THEIR WAY TO THE TOP. 


If you didn't sign up 
for ROTC as a freshman 
or sophomore, you can 
catch up this summer by 
attending Army ROTC 
Camp Challenge, a paid 
five-week course in 
leadership. 
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Apply now! You'll next fall. 
pony mew! Youth AS 


ARMY ROTC 


develop the leadership 
skills and self-confi- 
dence you need to 
succeed in college and 
beyond. And you may 
qualify for advanced 
officer training when 
you return to campus 


THE SMARTEST COLLEGE COURSE YOU CAN TAKE 


Find out more. 


Call UVM Army ROTC at (802) 656-2966 


Or stop by the offices at 


128 University Heights, UWM campus. 


oo 


1994-1997 





Information provided by Peter Soons, director of safety and security 


ed last semester and two students 
were expelled from the college, 
according to Vice President for 
Student Affairs and Dean of 
Students Michael Samara. 

Three of the students were 
caught selling drugs and the other 
student was caught selling alco- 
hol to underage students, Samara 
said. 

In 1996, 15.6 percent of 
young adults ages 18-25 used 


_ drugs, where in 1994, 13.3 per- 
cent did, 


according to the 
National Household Survey on 
Drug Abuse. 

DiMasi deals with every 
drug violation that occurs on 
campus, many of which begin 
with an odor coming from one of 
the resident’s rooms. 

“An odor violation means a 
student could be smoking mari- 
juana,” DiMasi said. 

“But it could be a strong cig- 
arette or cigar; you don’t really 
know for sure,” he said. “When 
someone smells something, they 
place a call to an R.A., the R.D. 
or security.” 

From there, the resident’s 
R.A. and R.D. meet with security 
and go to the room which the 
odor is coming from, DiMasi 
said. 

“As for permission to look 
around, the dean of students 
[Samara] is called,” DiMasi said. 

The school does not have the 
right to forcibly enter a room 
unless somebody is in danger, 
however if the person does not 
allow security in the room, the 
Colchester Police are called, 
DiMasi said. 

If marijuana is found and 
more than one person is involved, 
the person in charge of the party 
is charged a higher fine than the 
others involved. A written warn- 
ing, probation and/or community 
service work is issued. 

St. Michael’s security calls 
in the Colchester Police 
Department in situations of drug 
possession and/or sale. 

“There does appear to be an 
increase in these calls,” said 


Lt.Tom Stech of the Colchester 
Police Department. 

The Colchester Police arrests 
the offending students and brings 
them to the station where they are 
given a citation for an appearance 
in court. 

“Since a St. Michael’s stu- 
dent has ties to the community, 
they are not held in the correc- 
tional facility, because it’s not 
like hey 2 here and gone,” 
Stech said. 2 

“But if the person had no ties 
to the community they would be 
lodged in the correctional center 
and arraigned.” 

If the person had been 
caught dealing drugs, he or she 
would then be brought before the 
college’s Conduct Review Board. 

The board consists of three 
students appointed by the presi- 
dent of the Student Association; 
two faculty members; and two 
administrators appointed by the 
president of the college. 

Whether the offending stu- 
dent is punished with suspension 
or expulsion depends on the cir- 
cumstances of the individual inci- 
dent. 

“Clearly, when large quanti- 
ties are involved we recommend 
expulsion,” Samara said. 

DiMasi said he has confis- 
cated other drugs like mushrooms 
and that he has dealt with stu- 
dents who were under the influ- 
ence of drugs other than marijua- 
na. 

“In the case of drug use, we 
work on rehabilitating that stu- 
dent and we sanction that stu- 
dent,” Samara said. 

“People who make a mis- 
take, we work with,” DiMasi 
said. “But people who deal, we 
don’t work with. We evict, sus- 
pend or dismiss people who 
deal.” 

Five Review Board hearings 
have been held so far this year, 
DiMasi said. He estimated that 
five hearings were held last year. 

“These cases are unfortu- 
nate,” Samara said. “We’re edu- 
cators, not police officers.” 
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Death penalty should 
be an individual decision 


Does the entire St. Michael’s community know that it has taken a 
stand on the death penalty? 

It should, considering it is the first college in the United States to 
do so. 

We feel the school should not take a stand on such a serious and 
complicated topic, because it isn’t a cut and dry issue. When you're 
talking about whether or not someone has the right to live or die, 
you'd better be sure you understand the seriousness and morality of it 
all. 

Does every St. Michael’s student know that they agreed to ask for 
a moratorium stating that the current death penalty procedures are 
unfair and unjust? 

A moratorium on the death penalty means that the college is ask- 
ing for a cease on the carrying out of all death sentences. And what a 
stand to take. It’s amazing that every St. Michael’s student agreed to 
it. 

But since the Student Association has already taken the stand for 
the entire school, we just want to know if every St. Michael’s com- 
munity member was represented properly? There must be some who 
agree with the death penalty and we wonder how they feel about the 
voting decision? 

However, the vote was passed unanimously. 

That’s pretty unbelievable. We understand that every voting 
member in the S.A. agreed to the decision, but did all of their con- 
stituents agree? 

The death penalty is a controversial issue. Each individual should 
make his or her own decision. 

We are curious as to whether or not the off-campus representative 
contacted all of the off-campus residents. Did all of the dorm repre- 
sentatives in all of the dorm buildings contact all of their constituents? 
If so, that’s pretty impressive that all 1,800 students were contacted 
and all 1,800 agreed. The issue of the death penalty is an issue con- 
stituting many different views and opinions, yet amazingly, the entire 
campus came together on a common ground. 

A group combating unjust actions is a wonderful thing, but just 
make sure that all of the student body agrees before tacking the col- 
lege’s name to the unanimous vote. 

Letters to Congress and President Clinton are being written on 
our behalf saying we are taking a stand on the death penalty. Will the 
student government continue to take stands on controversial issues’ 


should be each person’s personal choice? If so, will every single stu" 


dent be represented? Hopefully that is what happened, but we doubt’ 
it. 


Community should learn 
from domestic abuse story 


Regardless of where one 
stands on the “should they” or 
“shouldn’t they” debate as to The 
Defender’s decision to publish 
an article on the personal diffi- 
culties of well-known members 


longer private pain. 
Following our 
out,” some “reaching in” might 
be beneficial. After timely 
reflection on a difficult and com- 
plicated social issue, perhaps a 


“reaching 





1p | 


of the college community, it is 
now a moot point. It is done!! 

The question before us is 
“What do we do with this knowl- 
edge?” 

As a caring, Catholic college 
community, especially during 
this season of Lent, what an 
opportunity for us all to take the 
high road. 

This is the time to reach out 
ot these members of our college 
family, who have shown great 
courage in their personal but no 












manner. 


The Defender mission statement 


The Defender and The Defender Online are the student-run 
newspapers at St. Michael’s College. Our purpose is to report the 
issues, events people and interests of the campus community. We 
have a responsibility to our readers to do this.in a fair and accurate | 


Although our primary focus is on the students, we hope to pro- 
vide all readers with a window to the entire college community. — 
It is our duty to both inform and entertain our readers. As staff 
members and as students, we hope this will provide us with a 
rewarding educational experience. The Defender functions both as 
a news room and as a class, giving student reporters and editors an 
opportunity to further develop skills in journalism. — 
We welcome constructive criticism of articles, peer involve- 


little humble introspection our 
own failings might be in order. 
Confronting our “demons” 
thwarts the temptation to be 
judgemental and self-righteous. 

What do we do with this 
information? We should reach 
out but know when to leave these 
people in peace. 

We should reach inward but 
know when to let go and move 
on. 

«Monique Martin 
Modern languages professor 





Opinion/Editorial 


Letters to the Editor 


Defender handled Ramazani story ‘professionally’ 


When purusing The 
Defender last week, I came 
across numerous letters concern- 
ing the Reza Ramazani article. 
First of all, I was appalled that 
Steve Sabetta implied in his letter 
that The Defender should censor 
its material simply because the 
administration funds the paper. 
This is ridiculous. Why should 
The Defender have to hide issues 
simply to satisfy the administra- 
tion? It is scary to me that the 
vice president of the Student 
Association, a leader of our com- 
munity, expressed this opinion. 

Although the administration 
has the right to censor The 

efender, (technically freedom 
of the press exists at private col- 
leges only if school officials want 
to grant it) the administration 
would only be promoting bad 
public relations if they crossed 
this line. 

The First Amendment right 
to free expression can be denied 
by private entities, which means 
that The Defender will always be 
under the shadow of administra- 
tive power. 

However, a word of warning 
to the administration. With 
numerous students transferring 
this year partially because they 
disagree with campus policies or 
administrative decisions, I would 
not try to impose yet another 
restriction upon the student body. 


In my opinion, The Defender 
dealt with the Ramazani issue 
very professionally. They did not 
spread rumors about who 
“might” be convicted, who 
“might” be deported or who 
“might” have to go to jail. Rather, 
they squelched the story until a 
decision was reached in court, 
something that they journalisti- 
cally did not have to do. This 
story was of enough human 
interest that it could have been 
published at an earlier date. By 
waiting for the outcome of the 
trial, The Defender did not over- 
step its bounds as a college news- 
paper. Bib atenty 

And when’ Michael Murphy 
wrote that The Defender had no 
right to report Ramazani’s con- 
viction, I had to ask “why?” 
What exactly did he think The 
Defender staff did wrong? Were 
they not supposed to publish a 
story that would impose such 
negative publicity on the campus, 
especially so close to Parents’ 
Weekend? Were they supposed to 
keep the story quiet and not tell 
the rest of the campus? Why 
should The Defender staff be 
blasted with criticism for pub- 
lishing something that, according 
to court documents is inherently 
true? 

It’s true that investigating a 
professor’s private life could be 
seen as an invasion of his priva- 
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cy. However, when an issue in 
his private life results in a charge 
and a trial that requires the use of 
a public defender, a judge and a 
courthouse, this issue is a matter 
of public record. According to 
U.S. law, it is not an invasion of 
privacy when what is being 
reported is newsworthy. Even 
sensational reporting is legal as 
long as it is accurate. And this 
issue was certainly newsworthy. 
Probably this item is not of inter- 
est to The Boston Globe or The 
Burlington Free Press, but to our 
tightly knit college community, 
domestic assault is a big deal. 
Professor Ramazani’s court case 


stat tn LS Bes mispictia 
is a matter ‘of public record, so 


students have the right to know 
about it. ras 

Kudos to The Defender for 
tackling a sticky issue and print- 
ing something that is definitely 
newsworthy. 

The Defender is one of the 
few forums that St. Michael’s 
students can express their opin- 
ions and it should not be forced 
to conform to the desires of the 
administration, as  Sabetta 
implied. 

It seems to me that there are 
more than enough areas on this 
campus where students’ opinions 
are disregarded--we all remem- 
ber the open forum, don’t we? 
Megan St. Peter 
Class of 2000 


Too many copies of The Defender are printed 


Every week as I travel in and 
out of Alliot, I can’t help but 
notice stacks of leftover 
Defenders residue left in Alliot to 
rot or be thrown out. This has led 
me to wonder if you are printing 
too many copies of your weekly 
issues. 

Perhaps you could save 
money by printing fewer copies. 
The money saved from printing 
fewer copies could be used 
towards much needed equipment 
like a newer Nikon scanner or a 
fully functional camera. Better 
yet, The Defender could use the 


money, saved from reducing the © ~ 


press run, to print more color in 
the paper or to give the editors 
larger stipends. 


Letter to the editor policy: 
All letters to the editor must be submitted by noon on Fridays. Name, telephone number and place of 


However, if it is necessary to 
print so many copies, due to a 
minimum of some sort required 
by your press house, than maybe 
some of the surplus Defenders 
could be distributed off campus. 
For example, establishments 
such as Barnes and Noble, The 
Vermont Pub and Brewery and 
Bruegger’s Bagels all have news 
stands designated for free papers 
such as Seven Days and the 
University of Vermont’s Cynic. 
The Defender would fit in well 
sandwiched between these two 
papers. 

In fact, I feel that the gener- 
al public, including local mer- 
chants, residents, city officials an 
dstudents form other colleges, 


residence or student class year must be attached to the letter. 


would find The Defender an 
interesting resource in helping 
them to understanding life at St. 
Michael’s College. Besides, St. 
Michael’s is not a bubble, though 
many want it to be and is part of 
the larger community of the 
Burlington area. As a community 
member we need to communicate 
to those outside our walls and a 
few stacks of our college paper 
placed at frequented locals would 
help. 

*Daniel Scott 

Class of 2000 

*Editor's note: 
The March II issue of Th 
Defender was not distributed 
around campus due to scheduling 
conflicts. 
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OpimiomIEditoriall 


Letters to the Editor 


A lesson to be learned from 
professor’s private life 


A “caring community” is not supposed to con- 
done and console a member for his/her bad judgment, 
it has a responsibility to restore its fallen member. 

Student reactions in Letters to the Editor regard- 
ing the article on the domestic assault by a professor 
were misguided and harmful, however well-inten- 
tioned. As an advocate for battered women at a one of 
the five shelters in Vermont (and a student in behay- 
ioral sciences), I was dismayed by the ignorance out 
of which the letters were written. 

The emotional overtones denied the sordid facts 
of domestic violence, favoring instead to “protect his 
private life’ and not “threaten his integrity” or 
“destroy his reputation,” as student wrote. They “felt 
pity” for him, wrote one students. Unfortunately, their 
emotional reaction only helps to perpetuate domestic 
violence toward women and their children-it doesn’t 
treat the crime seriously. A man’s reputation, no mat- 
ter how outwardly pristine is not worth preserving if 
he privately exacts a huge personal price from his vic- 
tim and social agencies to clean up the aftermath of 
his rage. We have to be accountable for our actions. 

Domestic assault is an offense against the people 
of the State of Vermont. It is not a private matter but 
an issue for the public record. 

Statistics from the FBI, /nternational Journal of 
Health Services, national researchers and the U.S. 
Surgeon General shows that: 

*Every 12 seconds a woman in the United States is 
beaten. 

Domestic violence is the leading cause of injuries to 
women ages 15 to 44. 

eA woman’s chances of being assaulted at home by 
her partner are greater than that of a police officer 
being assaulted on the job. ; 


~ . sBetween.31 and 61% of female homicide.victims in 
the United States are killed by husbands or 


boyfriends. 

*In 50 to 70% of identified cases of woman abuse the 
mother’s abuser was also abusing the children. 

* The battering of women while they are pregnant 
causes more birth defects than all the diseases put 
together for which children are usually immunized. 
*The Vermont Governor’s Commission on Women 
reported that every one of the six women killed in 
Vermont in 1993 appears to have died at the hands of 
an intimate partner or family member. 

°A range of 49 to 70% of male abusers witnessed 
domestic violence in their families of origin. 

I do not know Dr. Ramazani but I’m sure he is as 
dedicated and committed to his job as his students 
say. Colleges need professors such as that. But, 
homes do not need fathers who are verbally abusive 
or physically violent. I know well the value of an 
excellent professor so my heart almost understands 
the “circling of the wagons” that students have been 
conducting in his defense. 

But, my head knows that domestic violence has 
been too long ignored by institutions or downplayed 
by the ignorant. The Battered Women’s Movement, 
over the last twenty years, has been struggling to give 
the crime credence over the batterer’s reputation. 
Women who have courage and resources to file 
reports or restraining orders against their abusers still 
can face terrible discrimination, as evidenced by the 
student responses. 

Domestic violence is not a lower class issue, as 
shown by this case. Although it is widely believed to 
be restricted to the poor and ignorant, brawling hap- 
pens in boardrooms, too. Destructive rage is present 
at every level of socio-economic class. Anger knows 
no: prejudice when it is out of control. Upper class 
women typically have more. social and economic 
resources than others and can often deal with the inci- 
dent and gain independence without social service 
agencies, therefore such statistics may. go undiscov- 
ered. The problem affects more than we’ll ever know. 
Yet, ultimately, domestic violence affects us all. It 
cause death, birth defects and psychological trauma; 
it consumes police time, court proceedings and social 
spending. 

Why has he gained so much sympathy and not 
her? Dr. Ramazani’s wife’s name was not mentioned 


in many of the letters, rather the focus was on how 
this would affect HIM. That is the larger injustice of 
the crime. Not only do some women get beaten or 
harassed at home, but they then have to fight igno- 
rance in the public forum. 

The Defender handled the issue responsibly. 
After all, the paper staff judiciously waited to publi- 
cize the story until the court resolved the issue legal- 
ly. It is an issue of public record. Regardless of the 
article itself, though, my complaint is with the student 
reaction to the incident as a whole. Please don’t set 
the clock back by thinking of this issue emotionally. 
Battering is a crime. It kills women. It destroys chil- 
dren. It is never a woman’s fault. A man must be 
accountable. 

Christine Bauer-Ramazani has a right to be safe, 
to be granted dignity and support by this caring com- 
munity. Reza Ramazani needs support too, but not 
support that says “that’s OK” He needs support that 
seeks to restore this broken part of his life. One error 
should not damn a person, but it should not be dis- 
missed. To do the latter is to wreck the greatest injus- 
tice of all. 

If there is any possible small redemption in this 
crime, let this professor’s “private” action teach us all 
a more valuable lesson than lecture could. Educate 
yourself on domestic violence. Reserve judgment. 
Support victims. Demand justice. 
eStephanie M. Urie 
Class of 1999 


Defender breaks 


2 e : 
“circle of silence” | 

I would like to commend *the Hefander, staff on 
standing by its mission statement. Not only have you 
succeeded in printing a newsworthy story ( I am 
refering to the Reza Ramanzi article in March 18 
edition) you also gave your audience, namely the stu- 
dents, a forum to express its disgust and agreement. 

On this note I would like to say that I am really 
surprised at the ignorance expressed in some of the 
letters you received. Specifically, Chris Fenlon said 
the article “lowers our school newspaper to the genre 
of a supermarket tabloid” and Michael Murphy called 
the article “misguided.” It’s all in the name folks: 
NEWSpapers. The Ramazanis are part of the St. 
Michael’s community and domestic violence is a seri- 
ous issue. The facts reported came from police docu- 
ments and court proceedings, not “gossip” as Eric 
Routhier believes. 

Stephen Sabetta wonders “if ever journalists are 
taught to have an ounce of human decency.” Printing 
the facts is in no way indecent, but hitting your wife 
is? 

Not printing this story would have been putting 
the cap on an issue that involves too much silence all 
ready. Thank you for breaking the circle of silence on 
domestic violence. 
¢Erin Hathaway 
Class of 1998 


First Amendement defends 
paper’s right to print 


The First Amendment is, for the most part, one of 
the cornerstones of our society. Without the freedoms 
granted to us by it, we could not speak freely, practice 
the religion of our choice or enjoy the benefits of a 
free press. I think that it would be a sad day indeed if 
any of these freedoms were ever taken for granted or 
violated. 

It is the job of a journalist to report newsworthy 
events. It also follows that it is up to the journalist to 
decide on what events are newsworthy. It is obvious 
to me that quite a great deal of thought went into both 
the writing and presentation of Professor Reza 
Ramazani’s story; the editors and reporters waited 
until a decision in the case was made to report the 
story, and they made every effort to ensure that a fair 





presentation of the story was made, and did quite an 
adequate job of presenting both sides of the story, in 
my opinion. 

In this particular case, I think that an important 
and tough judgment call was made by The Defender 
staff on the newsworthiness of this story, which is 
made apparent by the hard work and effort put into it. 
I think that perhaps instead of attacking the judgment 
of The Defender staff, you should give thanks to both 
this country that you currently reside in and whatever 
God you worship that people have the freedom to 
report on issues like this in the first place. 

Brendan Feeney 
Class of 2000 


Student questions 
professor’s character 


After reading the multitude of angry reactions 
to the Ramazani article which The Defender ran on 
March 18, I found myself questioning their naivete. 
I personally have never taken a class with Professor 
Reza Ramazani but the letters painted a picture for 
me of a congenial person whom students obviously 
appreciate. I’d like to present a challenge to these 
students. 

Suppose Ramazani was the type of professor 
everyone “loves to hate” (and we’ve all had at least 
one). The type who lectures in monotone, assigns 
unreasonable amounts of work, devises obnoxious 
tests and always gives you at least one grade lower 
than you think you deserve. Get the picture? 

Now suppose this was the professor featured in 
the domestic abuse article. I strongly doubt that 
there would be the same outpouring in defense of 
this professor. I would venture a guess that the paper 
would still receive plenty of angry responses how- 
ever, they would likely express student outrage over 
his shameful abuse and/or vilify the professor. 

My point in all of this is to make students con- 
sider the supposed integrity (of Ramazani) that they 
are defending. Unfortunately, I think their moral 
convictions have been tempered by the warm treat- 
ment shown by Ramazani to his student “family.” 
What of his real family--the wife he is found guilty 
of abusing? It is understandably difficult to learn 
unpleasant things about an individual they have 
liked and respected. 

Just remember, the kindness Ramazani exhibit- 
ed in class apparently did not extend to his home. 
Before jumping on the righteousness bandwagon, 
consider that the upstanding character you rushed to 
defend is not as upstanding as you once thought. 
Allison Konefal 
Class of 1999 


Defender applauded 
for objective reporting 


As a volunteer at the University of Notre Dame’s 
Women’s Resource Center, I read with interest the let- 
ters to the editor regarding Professor Ramazani. 

While I appreciate the sensitivity of this issue, I 
applaud The Defender for printing an objective report 
of the story. 

It is a shame that an apparently well-liked and 
respected professor should suffer the fallout of the 
publicity, but it is more of a shame that he should 
have hurt his wife in the first place. Campus newspa-: 
pers serve to educate their readers despite the sensi- 
tiveness of issues. 

It is disingenuous for the campus paper not to 
print a story already of public record. 


¢Virginia Wilbert 
University of Notre Dame 
Class of 1999 
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Junior aims for the stars with NASA 





Photo by Tiina Matikainen 


Junior Jen LaRocque will spend 10 weeks working on projects for 
NASA at the Goddard Space Flight Center. 


By Abigail Hartshorn 
Staff Writer 


A St. Michael’s junior was 
chosen from among 80 applicants 
to partake in a 10-week summer 
program with NASA. 

Jen LaRocque will work 
with 23 college students from 
around the country selected for 
the program starting May 30 at 
the Goddard Space Flight Center 
in Greenbelt, MD. 

“NASA is my ~ lifelong 
dream,” LaRocque said. “It is 10 


weeks of doing exactly what I 
have always wanted. I remem- 
ber at a young age I started 
watching stars. I was just aston- 
ished at how big the universe was 
because no one knew where it 
would end, and that to me is 
exciting.” 

LaRocque applied for the 
program in November. She had 


to write four essays dealing with | 
her career goals, her opinion on — 


the search for extra terrestrial 
life, her biography and how she- 
could benefit one of the projects 


over the summer. 

It wasn’t until February, 
when she said she had almost lost 
hope, that she received a voice 
mail message from a Goddard 
representative telling her to give 
them a call. 

She had been accepted. 

“I was very’ excited,” 
LaRocque said. “I had to have 
him repeat it a couple of times.” 

Each student will be working 
one-on-one with a NASA 
research scientist. Each student- 
scientist pair has an individual 
research program, which they 
will work on for half of the sum- 
mer. 

LaRocque and her advisor, 
Kenneth Stewart, will be working 
on a project entitled broadband 
infrared anti-reflection structured 
surfaces. She will gather data on 
the reflectiveness of silicon using 
a Fourier spectrometer, then write 
computer programs that will ana- 
lyze the data. 

LaRocque said even she had 
to read the description numerous 
times to get an idea what she 
would be doing. 

The projects are actual stud- 
ies that NASA needs completed, 
LaRocque said. 

The other half of the 10 
weeks will be spent working 
together in discussion groups and 
going on field trips. Included are 
trips ‘to the Kennedy Space 
Cénter' and the NASA Langley 
Research Center. The students 
will spend a week in Florida to 


watch the launch of the space 
shuttle Endeavor. 

The group of students, 10 
females and 14 males, will live 
together in a sorority house at the 
University of Maryland. 
LaRocque has already been cor- 
responding with the group 
through e-mail. 


only for LaRocque, but also for 
St. Michael’s. Anytime St. 
Michael’s students are involved 
in research of this kind it makes 
the college look good and the stu- 
dents get great experience, he 
said. 

NASA has told her to plan 
for a fast-paced summer, and dis- 


“NASA is my lifelong dream. 
It is 10 weeks of doing exactly 
what I have always wanted.” 


ejunior Jen LaRocque 


“Tt’s so neat to get e-mails 
from these people,” LaRocque 
said. “I swear it’s myself talking, 
how they just love star gazing 
and they love space. They’re just 
so excited and they want to be on 
a shuttle someday. Our humor is 
the same...we think the same.” 

LaRocque is a Physics major 
but said the program accepts stu- 
dents with varying majors like 
biochemistry and math. 

LaRocque will receive a 
$3,500 stipend from the Vermont 
Space Grant Consortium that will 
help pay for air fare. LaRocque 
describes it asa paid internship. 
NASA covers room and board. © 

Chemistry/physics chair Dr. 
John Van Houten thinks that this 
is a wonderful opportunity, not 


courages visitors. LaRocque will 
probably have to go without see- 
ing her family or her boyfriend. 
Right now she said she can only 
think that this dream come true 
will be worth the sacrifice. 

The Georgia, Vt. native said 
she is unsure about what direc- 
tion she wants to go, but is hop- 
ing that the experience will let 
her know what will become of 
her future. 

“T just want to be involved 





with the space program,” 

LaRocque said. il ae ces 
“I would love to be an astro- - 

naut. I:want to*go“to-thesmoon 


more than anything in the world. 
I have a strange feeling: this’ will 
make me want to do it even 
more.” 


Noted historian to speak at St. Michael’s 


By Karen Pelkey 
Staff Writer 


Dr. Howard Zinn was an Air 
Force bombadier and a second 
lieutenant in World War II. He 
testified at the Pentagon Papers 
trial. He developed his anti-war 
stance after serving in Vietnam. 
He has been imprisoned for civil 
disobedience. He earned his 
Ph.D from Columbia University 
and he is Professor Emeritus at 
Boston University. 

Zinn will bring his experi- 
ences to St. Michael’s McCarthy 
Arts Center tomorrow night at 7 
p.m. when he addresses “The 
Role of the Student Today.” 

Zinn spoke here four years 
ago. Political Science Professor 
Bill Grover said he is proud to 
see Zinn return. 

“Four years ago, Zinn gave 
his standard talk on American 
history with his personal stories 
and 30 years of experience fight- 
ing for people’s rights woven in,” 
Grover said. 

“I think the topic he will 
address this time will be even 
more profound, as it will touch 
the students on an even more per- 
sonal level,’ said Grover. “I 
think that he will have a tremen- 
dous emotional and inspirational 
impact on the students here, and I 
hope it will be a full house.” 





Bod 
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Howard Zinn will address “The Role of the Student” at St. Michael’s on April 2 at 7 p.m. 





Grover also said that the stu- 
dents must see that Zinn will be 
giving them a push in the right 
direction by firmly giving them a 
dose of reality. 

“T think he will impress on 
students that the real world is not 
something that happens after 
graduation,” Grover said. “He 


will tell them that they are in that 
reality right now. They are capa- 
ble of making intelligent choices 
and making a difference in their 
lives right away.” 

Student Association 
President Heidi Bouchard said 
Zinn will be a powerful speaker. 

“I heard him speak when I 


was a freshman, and I was very 
impressed with what he had to 
say,” Bouchard said. “When we 
read one of his books, ‘You Can’t 
Be Neutral on a Moving Train: A 
Personal History of Our Times,’ 
in my senior seminar class last 
semester, my love for Howard 
Zinn was renewed. So I called 


him in November and booked 
him to speak at St. Michael’s this 
April. I am so happy that he is 
coming.” 

Zinn taught at Spelman 
College in Atlanta, where he 
worked with many young civil 
rights activists, including author 
Alice Walker and Marian Wright 
Edelman, head of the Children’s 
Defense Fund, Grover said. 

Zinn went to Vietnam in the 
1960s, but is known worldwide 
for leading a number of anti-war 
protests. 

As a result of his radical 
activities, Zinn has been impris- 
oned many times for civil disobe- 
dience, but his activist work con- 
tinues from Vietnam to the pre- 
sent day. 

He frequently fights for open 
debate in many universities. 

Speak Out, a literary publi- 
cation that profiles authors, said 
Zinn “weaves his stories of the 
people and events that inspire his 
faith in the possibility of historic 
change as he discusses the need 
for a critical understanding of our 
history and the daily events 
which shape all of our lives.” 

“St. Michael’s should be 
honored that such a distinguished 
man is coming here to share his 
experiences with us,” said fresh- 
man Student Association 
Representative Erin Sweeney. 
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Concert series to feature classical talent 


Christopher Costanza and Paul Orgel included in the three-part series 


By James Hoebel 
Staff Writer 


Three free Sunday classical 
music concerts are being funded 
by money drawn from President 
Marc vanderHeyden’s contin- 
gency fund. 

“We hoped that if we found 
the money we could get it (the 
concert series) off the ground 
before students left for the sum- 
mer,” vanderHeyden said. “We 


hope to repeat it every year and 
find budget money from other 
places.” 

Featured pianist Paul Orgel, 
husband of psychology Professor 
Sharon Lamb, proposed the idea 
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Cellist Christopher Costanza 





of a concert series to fine arts 
Professor Susan Summerfield, 
vanderHeyden said. 

The fine arts department did- 
n’t have the money to fund the 
series so Summerfield took the 
idea to vanderHeyden. He used 
$2,500 from the contingency 
fund, which is emergency bud- 
get money that can be used at his 
discretion. 

Fine Arts Department Chair 
Paul LeClair said he hopes the 
concert series will spark future 
interest in classical music on 
campus. 

“In the past, we had top- 
notch musicians playing here all 
the time, until about five years 
ago,” LeClair said. “Hopefully, 
these concerts will be successful 
and we can continue to have 
nationally recognized performers 
in the future.” 

Orgel has performed at 
Merkin Hall in New York City, 
the Kennedy Center’ in 
Washington D.C., Jordan Hall 
and the Gardner Museum in 
Boston and the San Francisco 
Observatory. 

The first concert will feature 


’ Orgel and cellist Christopher 
Costanza performing Sonatas and _ 


Variations for Piano and Cello by 
Ludwig Van Beethoven. 
Costanza has performedin 


the United States, Europe, 
Canada and the Caribbean. He 
now teaches cello at DePaul 
University. 

The second concert will be 
another duet, featuring Orgel and 
violinist Julia Bushkova perform- 
ing Sonatas for Keyboard and 
Violin by Wolfgang Amadeus 
Mozart. 

Bushkova is a Moscow-born 
virtuoso who has performed 
extensively in Hungary, Poland, 
Bulgaria and throughout the for- 
mer Soviet Republic. 

The third concert will be a 
solo recital by Orgel. He will 
perform material by five com- 
posers ranging from early 18th 
century Italian composer 
Domenico Scarlatti to 20th cen- 
tury Czech composer Leos 
Janacek. 

Summerfield said one of 
Orgel’s goals for the concerts is 
to present a wide range of music. 

“Mr. Orgel is playing with 
Julia and Chris in order to pro- 
vide variety in the literature that 
will be performed,” Summerfield 
said. 

Summerfield noted that 
Orgel had played with both musi- 
cians in the past... ae 

_ “This is a really nice oppor; 


tunity to bring this type of music , 


to the attention of students,” 


Movie database provides 
plenty of info for film buffs 


iStt qo. enioy 
r 


By Mike Milik 
lowa State Daily Iowa St. VU.) 


For the second year in a row, the Internet 
Movie Database (www.imdb.com) is the Webby 
Award winner for best film site on the Internet. 

With over 130,000 movies, 300,000 actor and 
actresses and 26,000 directors listed, you can find 
anything from the popular to the obscure. 

Punch in any performer's name and you get his 
or her complete filmography, a list of awards he or 
she won or has been nominated for and a brief 
biography. An advanced search will let you know 
if any two (or more) people have ever worked in a 
film together. 

Each movie has its own page with numerous 
features. First, there is a complete and comprehen- 
sive listing of the film's credits. And each page is 
exhaustively linked. 

Click on the director's name and get his or her 
complete filmography, biography and awards. 
Same for any cast member, writer, producer or 
crew member. 

There are plenty of extras for each movie. 
Over 20 topic choices exist, like movie quotes, 
budget information, links to related sites, shooting 
locations, release dates, goofs, soundtrack, video 
availability and reviews. 

"Goofs" is a fun area to look through, listing 
all the technical and continuity mistakes present in 
a movie. Like the bouncing stone blocks in 


"Raiders of the Lost Ark" or the growing and 
shrinking cigarette ash when Silent Bob explains 
what "Chasing Amy" means. 

Have you ever been watching the closing cred- 
its of a movie and wondered what the hell a 
gaffer was? Or a grip? A foley artist? And how do 
they pick the best boy? Is there some 
kind of contest? 

Wonder no longer, movie fans. The IMDB 
offers a great glossary which explains all the 
terms associated with the film industry. There 
you'll find out a gaffer is head of a film's 
electrical department, a grip is someone responsi- 
ble for the maintenance of production 
equipment and a foley artist deals with sound 
effects. 

Also, there is no best boy contest. He, or she 
(still called best boy, not best girl), is the 
chief assistant to the gaffer. 

An important feature on any Web site is con- 
tent that changes daily. Every weekday, the 
IMDB offers the latest information on the film and 
television industries in its news sections. 

There you'll find box office reports, reviews, 
details on new movies, stories about 
celebrities -- everything and anything happening in 
the world of film. 

The release schedule is constantly updated. 
Here you get a list of all the movies coming out 
in the near future and the dates you'll first be able 
to see them. 
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Paul Orgel lives in Shelburne, Vt. with his wife, St. Michael’s Psychology 

Professor Sharon Lamb. 

Orgel said. Sunday April 5 at 7 p.m., Sunday 
The concerts will be held in April 19 at 3 p.m. and Sunday 


the McCarthy Arts Center May 3 at3 p.m. 


Last chance to write for The Defender! 
Pick up a story April 8 in 
Bergeron 142 at 6 p.m. 


THE GREERS 


Dorset St. S. Burlington - Marketplace Winooski 
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CamMOUuSs SHeakKS What is your funniest memory of April Fools’ Day? 


“My dad convinced me that 
there was a Loch Ness mon- 
ster and it came out of 
Lake Champlain.” 


«James Hofmann, 
freshman 


“When I was younger my 
dad made sounds like a 
turkey and told me it was 
in the backyard.” 


¢Chris Jenkins, 
freshman 


0 


Cosmic Astro! vee 
Kekakene ke x NEWS ONE 


So I look at the stars a lot. Sometimes I see visions and sometimes 

I can’t even see the Big Dipper. Take what you wish from my 

advice and go forth more knowledgable (or — 

ARIES (March 21-April 19) 
One of the great things about having your birthday soe hist time 
of year is that you get presents around this time of year. Unless you 
have no friends. Then you just get older. So make sure to be Taenahy 
this week to everyone who might give you presents. _ 
TAURUS (April 20-May 20) 
A wise man once told me that to falter in will is to fatter in a Gai 
never understood what the hell that meant, but maybe it will he 
get through the week. Give it a whirl. : 
GEMINI (May 21-June 21) 


keep your intentions hiddet and give 

CANCER (June 22-July 22) : 

Your love interest is at a vulnerable stage i in life 
splash a little Stetson or Windsong on and make the first move. 

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22) 

Some of the best things in life happen in your own back art Like 
when you find a big sack of money out there. Or when Billy Jenkins 
comes and rakes your yard for free. Good luck is coming your way, 
so keep your eyes peeled, hot shot. 

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) 

Have you ever tried to sing along with an old New Edition song and 
then half way through you figure out that Ralph Tresvant just sings 
the song way better than you ever could? Well don’t sit around and 
frown for the rest of your life. Smile and have some cake. 

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22) 

As I looked at your star chart this week, I saw that Jupiter has shifted 
its orbit slightly in some twisted cosmic irony that will apparently dis- 
solve the planet as it drifts out of our galaxy in the next 10 years. So 
if you’re down this week, just remember that things could be worse. 
SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Noy. 21) 

This week you should get that tattoo you’ve been thinking about get- 
ting, and go ahead with that tongue piercing, and shave your head, 
and try that ostrich casserole that your friend’s Mom keeps bragging 
about. Either that or just be willing to try something new. 
SAGITTARIUS (Noy. 22-Dec. 21) 

Confucius said that we should try to leave this world a better place 
than it would have been if we were never here. But he didn’t say any- 
thing about eating ice cream. So I say treat yourself this week and 
have a big bowl of Chubby Hubby or Chunky Monkey. 
CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19) 

Sometimes | think I'd be better off dead. No wait.....not me, you. 
Anyway, be on the lookout for trouble this week. I saw an ominous 
dark figure clouding your star chart this week. But maybe that was 
just the hot fudge I spilled on the map. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18) 

I'd really like to see you try to run a little faster this week, OK? I think 
your figure is just fine, but health takes no holidays, and there are no 
holidays this week anyway, so what the hell is your excuse you lazy 
slob? Excuse me. Just try to get a health kick going soon. 

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20) 

Did you ever think about getting a vanity plate on your car that says 
“Chef 1” so that you could park in the Alliot employee lot after hours 
and make it look like the Alliot chefs stay wicked late at night to work 
on the pancakes for the morning and start prepping the salad bar as 
soon as the Marriott truck drops off the Grade D lettuce and cucum- 
bers so that he can bring the stressed out, famished St. Michael’s com- 
munity the best quality meals possible no matter what the cost? 
‘Cause I never thought of doing that, but if you did, go right ahead. 








|} Peaks.” Remember that great 


“My brother faked a 
motorcycle accident on my 
dad and he came home and 

thought he was dead.” 


*Rachel Middleton, 
freshman 


“My funniest memory was 
when I got arrested on 
April Fools’ Day for moon- 
ing a Chinese restaurant.” 


*Bill Kreutzman, 
freshman 


‘Wild Things’ promises 


“J impersonated a con- 


struction worker and redi- 


rected traffic.” 


Chris Vachon, 
junior 


“TJ put ice cubes in my dad’s 


shoes.” 


¢Erin Shanahan, 
sophomore 





‘seduction, 


suspense and surprise endings’ 


named Sam Lombardo, played 
by Matt Dillon. Sam is every- 
body’s favorite teacher at the 
wealthy private school where he 
works. 

Sam seems to have a good 
life, but he is a poor man in a rich 
town. As you may guess, that 
could be hard and he wants it to 
change. 

Next, there is the beautiful, 
manipulative, rich girl named 
Kelly Van Ryan, portrayed by 
Denise Richards. She is the most 
popular girl at the private school 
where Sam Lombardo teaches 
and she always gets what she 





By Melissa Godin 
Guest Columnist 


After seeing “Wild Things,” 

a movie produced by Mandalay 
ertainment, I had a vague, eeatihe: 
niscent feeling that 1 had just SR i abate spit 
watched an episode of “Twin 





~ a mansion by the:sea, Sooeve: 
even with a rather large trust 
fund, good looks and popularity, 
Kelly Van Ryan has many prob- 
lems that make her life far from 
perfect. 

Then there is the character 
named Suzie, played well by 
Neve Campbell, who has also 
starred in the popular thrillers 
“Scream” and “Scream 2.” 

The character Campbell por- 
trays is from the rough part of 
this perfect Floridian town. She 
appears to be parentless and she 
lives in a run-down trailer park 
attractively situated next to a 
swamp. 

Needless to say, she has a 
difficult life and a bad attitude as 
aresult. To make use of an over- 
used cliche, Suzie is a perfect 
example of the saying, “Don’t 
judge a book by its cover.” 

Detective Ray, portrayed by 
Kevin Bacon, is one police offi- 


television show? I say this 
because, like “Twin Peaks,” 
“Wild Things” contains many 
bizarre events - a detective try- 
ing to solve numerous mysteries, 
the involvement of several char- 
acters and most importantly, it 
always keeps you guessing. 

Just when you think you 
have figured it all out, something 
happens to make you suddenly 
realize that you were completely 
wrong. 

“Wild Things” takes place in 
a ritzy coastal town in Southern 
Florida. The town is small and 
everyone knows each other, in 
one way or another. 

Although many people are 
involved in the events that take 
place in this movie, there are five 
main characters that the movie 
focuses on. 

There is the handsome, 
young guidance counselor 


Amswers to 


Crossword 


cer who takes his job very seri- 
ously. 

Bacon’s mission throughout 
the film, so it seems, is to solve a 
reported, high profile rape case 
that seems to be extremely suspi- 
cious. However, Detective Ray’s 
agenda exceeds far beyond solv- 
ing the case. 

Finally, there is the small- 
time lawyer, perfectly played by 
Bill Murray, who does whatever 
is necessary to make a buck. He 
does not seem to have many 
clients and can only afford a 
small room in strip mall as his 
law office. 

_ His big break comes _when 
aicenee in the high-profile rape 
case and because of his involve- 
ment in the case, he plays a big- 
ger part in the movie than one 
would expect. 

These five characters all 
play an important role in the 
movie as the story line unfolds. 
Through a series of weird hap- 
penings, accusations and lies, 
their lives intersect and they all 
become deeply involved in a 
dangerous scheme of greed. 

I could tell you more, but of 
course I wouldn’t want to give 
the secrets of the movie away. 
“Wild Things” has an elaborate, 
sometimes complicated plot that 
keeps you very interested as to 
how it will all end. 

It is a film for people who 
enjoy seduction, suspense and 
surprise endings. 

If this sounds like your type 
of movie, you won’t be disap- 
pointed! 


The crossword puzzle can be found on page 14. 
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Junior encounters traditions, culture, cows in Switzerland 
Annual Swiss “desalp’ festival celebrates farming with cows running through the streets 


By Vanessa Gorczyca 
Guest Columnist 


‘lee to my bus stop 


early on Saturday morning, fight- 
ing off discotheque-induced 
sleepiness, I was unaware of the 
event that I was about to witness. 
I was heading to the tiny moun- 
tain town of St. Cerge for the 
annual desalp of the cows. 

This Swiss tradition is an 
event that takes place in many 
mountain communities through- 
out Switzerland. This also 
occurred in the region where I 
was living during my semester 
abroad. My local mountain area 
was in the foothills of the Jura 
Mountains in the Canton of 
Vuad. 

For those of you who know 
little about this tradition, you are 
not alone. 

I did not know what to 
expect, except for lots of cows 
running through the streets and a 
big celebration. 

The desalp happens in early 
October as Swiss farmers prepare 
for the winter. The farmers graze 
their cows in the summer on pas- 
tures high in the Alps. The farm- 
ers are separated from their fami- 
lies _in late-March until the 
desalp. ‘They are alone with their 
cows inthe mountains. 

As it gets colder, the farmers 
must move their herd back to 
their farms for the winter. The 
least complex way to accomplish 
this is to let the cows run though 








Gx WEDNESDAT 


Room. 


Club Toast: Hypnotic 
Clambake, Smokin’ 
Grass, Larry Keel Exp. 
and Acoustic Syndicate. 
10 p.m., $5. 863-5966 


Nectar’s: Jaina Sky. 9:30 p.m., no 


cover charge. 658-4771 


SMC: "Poison in the 
Marketplace: Freedom 
of Expression & The 
Expression of Hatred," 
an open dialogue fea- 
turing three legal 
experts from across the 
country, 7 p.m. in 
McCarthy Arts Center. 





SMC: Resume work- 
shop with Chris Clary. 
12 p.m. in the Vermont 


the streets until they arrive home. 

As you can probably imag- 
ine, things can get crazy! First 
off, the amount of people who 
attend this celebration is insane. I 
have never felt so cramped on a 
train. The little red mountain 
train runs from Nyon to St. Cerge 
twice the normal amount of times 
during the celebration. 

Upon arrival in St. Cerge, I 
was welcomed by the sound of a 
traditional Swiss mountain band 
and mooing cows and their bells. 

The smell was nothing short 


of horrendous and the streets 
were soiled with cow snot and 
manure. 

Despite this, the sights to be 
seen were once in a lifetime 
images. Vendors lined the street 
selling cow bells, Vaud wine (not 
to appealing at 8:30 a.m.) handi- 
crafts made by farmers’ wives 
and foods. 

And the cows! There were 
more than you could imagine. 
Brown cows with wide, fringed 
eyes. Big cows. Little cows. They 
were all being led down the roads 


by their owners, running home in 
happiness. All of them had big 
bells around their necks. 

For my favorite part, the 
“prettiest” cow from each herd 
had flower crowns on their heads 
and around their necks. What a 
beautiful sight! 

The desalp is not only about 
the cows. It is a celebration of tra- 
ditional Swiss culture and a suc- 
cessful year of pasturing. There 
were older folks in traditional 
velvet jackets and knickers with 
edelweiss embroidery and St. 





Photo courtesy of Vanessa Gorezyca 


St. Michael’s junior Vanessa Gorczyca in Geneva, Switzerland during her fall 1997 semester abroad. 





The Windjammer: 


Club Toast: Never 
Again and Zola 
Turn. 10 p.m., $5. 
863-5966 


FRIDAY 


SMC: Annual MLK Talent Show. 
7 p.m. in McCarthy Arts Center. 


© SATURDAT 


The Tavern at The Inn at Essex: 
Picture This, original Vermont 
jazz. 8 p.m. For information, call 
(888) 840-9474 


6453 


Picture This, origi- 


nal Vermont jazz. 5 


p.m. For informa- 
tion, call (888) 840- 


9474 


$15. 656-4455 


Club Toast: Henry Rollins- a spo- 
ken word event. 10 p.m. $16. 863- 


5966 


UVM: UVM Lane Series presents 
“American Baroque,” chamber 
music. UVM Recital Hall, 8 p.m., 





SMC: Strangefolk. 7 p.m., Ross 
Sports Center. $8 for SMC stu- 
dents, $12 for all others. 658- 


UVM: UVM Lane Series presents 
“Circles of Fire,” Sally Pinkas and 
Evan Hirsch, duo pianists. 3 p.m., 
$15. 656-4455 


Bernard dogs in full mountain 
rescue gear. 

There was the marching of 
the bell players and a trio of 
alpine horn players (think Ricola 
commercials). And the food con- 
sisted of Raclette, a dish of pota- 
toes with melted cheese scraped 
over them, the ever-present fon- 
due and fresh cheeses, breads and 
wines- an essential element for 
any celebration in Switzerland. 

It was hard for me to believe 
that I was actually studying in 
Switzerland until I got thrown 
into the spirit of the desalp. The 
uniqueness of the Swiss culture 
came through to me on that 
October day. Spirits were high 
and people of all ages, shapes and 
nationalities were enjoying them- 
selves. 

And I, for one tiny moment, 
wished that I was Swiss so that I 
could have pretty brown cows 
with flowers in their hair and 
shiny copper bells around their 
necks. 

I never imagined that I 
would have the privilege to take 
part in something so oddly won- 
derful. 

My semester in Switzerland 
taught me not only how to appre- 
ciate another culture, but also 
about how important and fun tra- 
ditions can be. : 

Traveling to foreign coun- 
tries is an eye-opening experi- 
ence, but living in one - even if 
only for a short period of time - 
can give someone a whole new 
perspective on life. 


SMC: Spring Concert Series features cel- 
list Christopher Contanza and pianist Paul 


Orgel, 7 p.m. in McCarthy Arts Center. 


Flynn Theatre: 
Flynn Theatre pre- 
sents choreographer 
Susan Marshall & 
Company. 8 p.m., 
$12-$24.50. 863- 





MONDAY 


SMC: "Family 
History as Social 
History: The 
Stevensons of Illinois," 
by Professor Jean 
Baker of Goucher 
College, 7:30 p.m. in 
McCarthy Arts Center. 


TUESDAT 


SMC: Resume workshop with 
Chris Clary. 4 p.m. in the 
Vermont Room. 


SUNDAT 





Club Metronome: 
DJs Martin and 
Mitchell. 9 p.m., 
865-4563 


A 
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Congratulations to the 
St. Michael’s College 
Theater Department 






April 6-9 1s 
National Campus 
Week of Dialogue 







St. Michael’s College will 
commemorate President 
Clinton’s Initiative on Race on 
Wednesday, April 22, from 7 
p.m. to 9 p.m. in the Ross 
Sports Center. 


The cast from the March production of “Lady from the Sea.” 











For more information, contact 
Dr. Dorothy Williams in the _ 
Office of Multicultural Affairs 
at extension 2663 or in Alliot 
Hall, room 214. 


The department received second — = : 
place from The Burlington Free 
Press in their. Annual. Awards for 
Favorite Theater oz 







ACROSS 42. Educated guess? 12. Transmit 
1. Scorch 44. Felt 13. Bye-bye 


| ine rossyworal aE boy 45. Gives the boot 21. Wee 
10. Expense 46. Old-time fuel 23. Stand-up’s repetoire 


14. “King” of the road 47. City sounds 25. First and second, e.g. 
15. Adjust 50. Miami team 26. Declaim 
16. Geometrical mea- 54. Eve’s mate 27. Gives up 
sure 55. Cruelest month 28. Sully 
17. Neat as 57. Part of QED 29. Spiny shrub 
18. Philanthropist 58. A Copperfield 30. Bakery items 
19. Carry on 59. Stop 31. Superior group 
20. Feel the effects of a 60. Old section in a 32. Was furious 
blow newspaper 34. Eats sparingly 
22. Docket 61. Verve 37. Carry out business — 
24. “ and tide...” 62. Spud 38. Hockey team 
25. Prejudice 63. Winter fall 40. Gov. agent 
26. Measure on a pump 41. Jump 
29. Racketeer DOWN 43. “The ____ Cometh” 
33. Prepared 1. Cartoonist Addams 44. Vendor 
34. Medicinal amounts 2. Desire 46. Aplomb 
35. Pie__-_ mode 3. Ann Nichols hero 47. Marquis de 
36. Mine enterance 4. Linda of song 48. Hero 
37. Pooped 5. French title 49.___avis 
38. Smug one 6. Cherish 50. Mild oath 
39. Perfect score, at 7. Supplies with a crew 51. Metal 
times 8. G.I.’s address 52. Eur. alliance 
40. Lock of hair 9. Filtered 53. Pack away 
41. Strong espresso cof- 10. Touch lovingly 56. Pod item 
fee 11. Algerian port 


Answers to the crossword can be found on page 12. 
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NHL teams fail to make big deals before trade ends 
Columnist makes predictions for who will win the Stanley Cup 





By Scott J. Croteau 
Guest Columnist 


The National Hockey 
League trade deadline ended last 
week and the Philadelphia Flyers 
still didn’t make the move they 
need. 

There is no question about 
the power of the Philly offensive, 
but there is a question about their 
men behind the masks. Goalie 
Ron Hextall is a solid netminder, 
but that’s it. He has made a career 
of being a consistent, solid 
goalie, but he is not spectacular. 

The only problem with a 
solid goalie is that they do not 
win Stanley Cups. 

The Flyers picked up former 
Hartford Whalers/Carolina 
Hurricanes goalie Sean Burke, 
but he isn’t much either. The 
Flyers’ eee ent should have 


“ees aw 


By Sarah Goodrich 


Recreational Sports Director 


Indoor soccer is well under way. With 
10 men’s teams and four women’s teams, the 
competition is mixed with some teams 


stronger than others. 


On the men’s side the Bruins and the 


saved their money and passed on 
Burke. Burke plays a lot like 
Hextall, consistent but below 
spectacular. With Burke and 
Hextall in the net, the Flyers will 
be kissing their season good-bye 
instead of kissing the Stanley 
Cup. 

To win the Cup, a team has 
to have an amazing goalie. The 
New Jersey Devils had Martin 
Brodeur, the Red Wings had 
Chris Osgood and Mike Vernon 
and the Colorado Avalanche had 
Patrick Roy. 

Philly will have problems 
until they sign a major goalie. 
New York Rangers’ goalie Mike 
Richter is an unrestricted free 
agent at the end of the season. 
The Flyers have to put the big 
money down and bring Richter to 
Philly. With him between the 
pipes, the Flyers could win the 
Cup. 

The Buffalo Sabres are the 
complete opposite of the Flyers. 
They have the best goalie in the 
league in Dominik Hasek but 
have no offensive weapons to 
help him out. 

The Sabres organization is 
leaving Hasek in jail with no bail. 
“The Dominator” leads the NHL 
in shutouts but he cannot do it all. 
He led his Chezh Republic team 
to the Olympic gold medal, but 


he had Jaromir Jagr skating in 
front of him. Unless the Sabres 
reload with some big guns, Hasek 
will just have to settle for the 
gold medal this year. 





Image courtesy of 
http://www.nhl.com 


The New York Rangers have 
lost their winning traditions. In 
fact, they just hit the self-destruct 
button. They have the largest 
payroll in the NHL, but their 
record doesn’t show it. The 
phrase overpaid players comes to 
mind when thinking about this 
team. 

Goalie Richter is playing 
sub-par, but who wouldn’t on this 
team? He has no help, and Wayne 
Gretzky is getting too old to carry 
the team. 

The Boston Bruins have 
been playing well over the last 
few weeks and are surprising 
many teams. 

The biggest surprise is the 
play of Jason Allison. He has lit 
the lamp several times and, is 


Coed volleyball began this week with 


each have one win. 


PBlasters are even with a record of 4-0, 


while the Clod Hoppers are 3-0 and Skim 


Milk is 3-1. 


Pink Fluff lead the women’s division 


with a 2-0 record and Macaroni, No Names 
and the Alumni Girls all have one win. 


five teams taking part in the spring tourna- 
ment. Black Diamonds and the Renegades 


The main objective for the participants 
of the volleyball tournament is to have fun. 


Some Upcoming Events: 


Learn to Golf Lessons: Wednesday, April 8, 
15 and 22. Instructor: Marty Keene. 


putting up more points than most 
people expected. 

The B’s are also getting solid 
play from the majority of their 
lines. Last week the checking line 
had major points in a win over 
Philadelphia. 

The goalies for the Bruins 
are also playing out of their 
minds. Splitting time are Robbie 
Tallas and Byron Dafoe. No, Jim 
Carrey is not the man. I think he’s 
pumping gas down at Mobil right 
now. 

Even though Boston is play- 
ing well, their Stanley Cup 
dreams will have to wait a couple 
of years. The young talent will 
have to get better before their 
dreams have a chance. Until then, 
patience. 

The Colorado area might see 
Lord Stanley making another 
appearance before the season is 
over. The Avalanche offense is 
powered by Joe Sakic and Peter 
Forsberg, two of the premier goal 
scorers in the NHL. 

But the main reason the Avs 
are so successful is goaltender 
Roy. He has been swatting pucks 
everywhere and has been play- 
ing big all season. History has 
proven that he plays even bigger 
in the playoffs which makes the 
Avalanche a favorite to bring 


. home the Stanley Cup. 


‘ Recreational Sports Update 


Tennis Tournament: Sign up by April 16. 
Play date is April 18. 


CPR Class: Thursday, April 16. Play date is 
April 18. Instructor: Zaf Bludevich. 


Spring Fun Run: A 2.5 mile run around the 


campus on April 23 at 3:30 p.m. 


Racquetball Tournament: Sign up by April 
1. Play begins April 6. 


To sign up for any of the above events, 
stop by the Recreational Sports Office in 


Tarrant room 165 or call extension 2498. 


IT AIN'T SPRING YET. 


(OUR PRICES JUST SEEM THAT WAY) 


TEAM RIDER JOHNNY NOEL 





HUGEIMIDININIER 


ALE CRORRESS 





Men’ s pee 


"The Purple Knights lost | to 
Skidmore 17-4 last Thursday. 


Softball 


first game was 4-3, and the sec- 
ond game was a no-hitter, 8-0. 


two games to Bentley. Scores o 
both games were 19-5 and 25- 
14. 


Women’s Lacrosse 


“senior Michel 
Dupost was named to the 
Academic All-America team. 
This is his third appearance on 
the team. Dupont was named to 
the 1997-98 GTE Academic All- 
America Men’s Fall/Winter 
At-Large Team last season. 
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Women’s ice hockey looks to become varsity sport 
Players ask for more funding from the S.A. and athletic department 


By Adam Niles 
Staff Writer 


The St. Michael’s women’s ice hock- 
ey club is exploring ways to raise its status 
from club to team by obtaining more fund- 
ing from either the Student Association or 
the athletic department. 

“It would be wonderful to get 
women’s hockey up to varsity at some 
point,” said Mike Samara, vice-president 
of student affairs and dean of students. 

“The question at this point is that the 
program is just beginning, and when will 
the institutional funding be available and 
how will it be available?” Samara said. 

Women’s ice hockey is currently a 
club sport but is not recognized by the 
Student Association. 

Players proposed their recognition as 
a club sport to the Student Association on 
Tuesday. 

Team representatives also met with 
Athletic Director Geri Knortz and set up 
an outline for a team budget and their 


Plans for the future. 


They proposed plans for raising team 
commitment level, acquiring more ice 
time, scheduling more games and increas- 
ing funds. 

“[We want to work toward] getting 
ourselves recognized by the school in the 
future,” said junior Susan Creedon. 

“Eventually, we would like to become 
a varsity team,” said senior captain 
Gretchen Hooper. 

Women’s ice hockey began at St. 
Michael’s two years ago after an athletic 
department survey showed there was solid 
interest in the sport. 

The Lady Ice Knights have faced 
some difficulties, including obtaining ice 
time at their home rink, Cairns C. Douglas 
Arena in South Burlington, where many 
youth hockey teams play. 

“The availability of ice time between 
November and December is tough,” Head 
Coach Judy Valente said. 

“The market is really competitive in 
Burlington.” 

St. Michael’s practices for two hours a 
week under current funding. 

“We don’t have much practice time,” 
said junior forward Wendy Shepard. 


Third lacrosse 


By Natalie Grasso 
Staff Writer 


Out of the three candidates inter- 
viewed for the men’s lacrosse head coach, 
it was John Hayden’s credentials that won 
him the job. 

“He has good college experience in 
fundraising and recruiting,” said Zaf 
Bludevich, who chaired the search com- 
mittee for a new coach. “Compile that with 
the recommendations we received from 
coaches here at St. Mike’s, and John was 
the most qualified.” 

Hayden grew up in Long Island, NY, 
where he began playing lacrosse in the 
sixth grade. He was a member of the 
University of Syracuse lacrosse team for 
two years. 

Hayden then went on to. the 
University of Michigan where he got his 
masters in entomology (the study of bugs 
and insects). After his wife got a teaching 
job at the University of Vermont, he 
became the varsity lacrosse coach at 


The team has had to make up for a 
lack of funding by using transportation 
donated by a player’s parent for away 
games and using some equipment from the 
men’s hockey team. 

Some players have had to drive to 
away games themselves, as well as pay for 
food and lodging, Creedon said. 


recognized by the Student Association in 
about 1992, said Student Association 
President Heidi Bouchard. 

It is becoming difficult for the Student 
Association to recognize more clubs with 
the current budget, Bouchard said. 

“Tf clubs and club sports have to start 
competing for the same Student 


Saint Michael’s College 
Lady Ice Knights 
1997-1998 





The 1997-98 Lady Ice Knights. 


The Student Association, Student Life 
and the athletic department will meet to 
determine the best long-term situation 
concerning whether club sports will be 
funded out of the student activities fee or 
the athletic department fund, Samara said. 

“We’re still in the initial stages of get- 
ting women’s ice hockey into a solid club 
program so that they could eventually 
become varsity,’ Samara said. 

“We are still in dialogue about what 
the best way is to assure appropriate fund- 
ing,” Samara said. 

The Student Association funds 
WWPYV, the Van to Nowhere, Fire and 
Rescue and various other clubs and special 
events, 

The Student Association also funds 
the men’s and women’s rugby clubs, 
which account for 1.7 percent and 2 per- 
cent of the $257,797 budget respectively. 

Men’s and women’s rugby were first 


Johnson State College. He coached at JSC 
for three years. 

“T came to St. Mike’s because the pro- 
gram has a lot of potential,” Hayden said. 
“St. Mike’s has a great academic reputa- 
tion and there are beautiful facilities. It is a 
great place to work.” 

Besides being a part-time coach, 
Hayden owns his business. Located in 
Jefferson, Vt., “The Farm” is situated on 
three acres of land where Hayden grows 
and sells organic fruits and vegetables. He 
also raises sheep to sell lamb and wool. 

“I love working outside and growing 
things,” Hayden said. 

The men’s lacrosse team had a record 
of 8-2 last season. This year, Hayden 
wants to again be successful on the field. 

“As a team I'd like to see us get better 
every game and make it to the Northeast 
10 Championships,” Hayden said. “I want 
to focus on building a good work ethic and 
commitment.” 

This year’s team is young with only 
three seniors and three juniors. The major- 


Photo courtesy of Lisa Champagne 


Association money on the same level, 
that’s not fair to clubs or club sports,” 
Bouchard said. 

For a club to be recognized by the 
Student Association, it must be voted on 
by the Senate, a voting body made up of 
dorm floor representatives, preferred hous- 
ing representatives and club representa- 
tives. 

As a member of the Student 
Association, the club must also represent 
St. Michael’s appropriately and have a 
constitution and an agenda for future and 
long-term goals for the club. 

First-year clubs are eligible to receive 
no more that $500, and second-year clubs 
cannot receive more than $2,000 under 
Student Association policy, Bouchard said. 

After the two-year period, clubs are 
recognized “for life” unless they violate 
Student Association guidelines or are 
found inactive for one year. 


ity of the team is made up of underclass- 
men. 

“We have a young team,” Hayden 
said. “The guys haven’t played that much 
with each other.” 

According to Hayden the team’s 
strength lies in the amount of experience 
that they have in the mid-field which is 
made up of seniors Ken Wosczyna, Jay 
Rourke and Ryan Nester. 

This is the third coach that the seniors 
will have had in their four years here. Last 
year’s coach, Chris Sawyer, was here for 
two years then left for a full-time teaching 
job in southern Vermont. Players feel that 
Hayden will bring a lot to the program in 
coming years. 

“T think in the future the program will 
be better because he (Hayden) will bring in 
a lot of good players,” said junior tri-cap- 
tain John Leahy. 

This year Hayden has the help of 
assistant coaches Scott Edwards, Seth 
Achilles and Matt Gleason, who are all 
volunteering their time to the team. 


Women’s hockey received $3,430 this 
year for ice rental from the athletic depart- 
ment budget, said Athletic Director Geri 
Knortz. 

Club sports were once governed by 
the Club Sports Council, a group made up 
of student representatives from the club 
sports, said Assistant Athletic Director Zaf 
Bludevich. 

The club sports were allocated fund- 
ing from the Student Association. 

The Club Sports Council dissolved in 
1982 when St. Michael’s abolished club 
sports. All club sports at that time were 
either dropped or picked up as a varsity 
sport. 

The men’s ice hockey team became a 
varsity sport in 1982 after several years of 
club status, Samara said. 

The women’s team played about 12 
games last year in its first season and com- 
peted in eight games this year, defeating 
Norwich University 9-5 for their first win. 

“Tt is grass roots for sure,’ Valente 
said. “I look for little improvements each 
year as participation and commitment 
grows.” 

There are about 22 women’s ice hock- 
ey teams at colleges in the Northeast, 
including Clarkson University, Norwich 
University and Skidmore College, Valente 
said. 

Valente said that significant interest in 
women’s hockey in the area has created a 
lot more opportunity for women. = 

Valente said she also believes the suc- 
cess of the U.S. women’s hockey team at 
the Nagano Olympics will be influential to 
the sport. 

“T think that will have a positive 
impact,” she said. , 

The team will lose seven senior mem- 
bers to graduation this year. 

St. Michael’s promotes the women’s 
ice hockey program by mentioning the 
team in the college’s athletic brochure. 

Also, prospective students can indi- 
cate on their applications if they are inter- 
ested in women’s hockey. 

Valente said she hopes to use this 
information to generate a list to contact 
prospective players. 


coach in four years hired to improve program 





Photo by Tiina Matikainen 
John Hayden hopes to lead the men’s 
lacrosse team to another successful season- 


The team’s first game was a 12-5 win 
against Johnson State last week at the 
Maine Maritime Tournament. Its overall 
record is 2-1(?). Their next game is home 
against Bentley on Thursday. 

1 


